Inside this issue…
This year’s commemoration of African Liberation Day occurs
at a painful moment. Too many African lives have been
claimed by Covid-19. Nevertheless, while a global pandemic
presents challenges, our fight for African liberation cannot be
stopped! African Liberation Day 2020 moves forward!
This year has reminded us that in more ways than we can
count, Africans born and living in countries all over the world
endure oppressive conditions that cause widespread poverty,
illness and death. Africans need a remedy, and they need it
now. The All-African People’s Revolutionary Party (A-APRP)
has been steadfast in its assertion that the solution to so many
of our problems can be found in Pan-Africanism: the total
liberation and unification of Africa under scientific socialism.
In fact, the Party devotes all its resources and energy to
achieving that objective.
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African Liberation Day 2020
The utility and relevance of Pan-Africanism may not be
immediately apparent, but its value can be seen in its
potential to address our most pressing problems. In the
middle of a pandemic it is clear even to those who are not
fully informed that there is a need in African communities
for medical assistance, doctors, hospitals, testing and
treatment. The need exists because too many of the
countries where Africans live have health care systems
dominated by interests committed to making profits rather
than saving lives. They get away with it because
governments choose to organize their economies using a
capitalist model. In other words, a capitalist system allows
an elite few to own and control resources that should be
controlled by the broad masses of people in the society.
Access to medicine and medical care is a human right that
a privileged elite should not be able to dominate and
exploit for their personal benefit. Yet, capitalism not only
allows such conduct, it also celebrates it.
Socialism places medicine and medical care under the
control of the people. That is why it is an essential element
of Pan-Africanism. Those who are unconvinced need only
look at socialist Cuba. Not only are the medical needs of
that country’s people met free of charge, Cuba sends large
brigades of doctors and other medical professionals to
many countries in need of health care. In fact, Cuba has
sent more doctors to Africa than any country in the world.
It even offered medical help to the United States after
Hurricane Katrina.
The U.S. rejected the Cuban offer of medical assistance
and urges other countries to reject such offers during the
current Covid-19 crisis because there is a “dialectical”
relationship between capitalism and socialism. That
basically means that the two systems cannot co-exist in the
same place at the same time. One must dominate the other.
The medical successes of socialist Cuba serve only to
highlight the abject medical failures of capitalism in the
United States. Consequently, the U.S. does everything in
its power to suppress or destroy anything that will
demonstrate the value of socialism.
Capitalism’s war against socialism is not limited to Cuba.
Venezuela too has pursued socialism, and from the
perspective of the U.S., it sets a bad example. Oil
production is a major industry in Venezuela and the U.S.
frowned when Venezuela not only made gasoline available
to its people for very low prices, but also offered to share
its oil resources with low-income residents of the U.S. by
providing free heating oil. The country of Zimbabwe is yet
another country that triggered capitalist rage when it
engaged in the socialist practice of reclaiming land from
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foreign settlers and making it available to the people
of Zimbabwe. To punish these countries, capitalist
countries that practice imperialism have attempted
to strangle them economically with sanctions, trade
embargoes and other forms of commercial isolation.
These are acts of war, and this year we highlight
them during African Liberation Day.
Venezuela and Cuba are not African countries, but
they are very much a part of the struggle for African
liberation. For Cuba this is true not only because of
the medical assistance it provides to Africa and
decisive military assistance it provided to African
liberation forces, but also because, like Venezuela, it
struggles for socialism within its own borders.
While you may have heard the term “third world”
used to describe underdeveloped countries, Kwame
Nkrumah argued there are only two worlds– a
capitalist world and a socialist world. They are at
war with each other fighting for global dominance.
Cuba and Venezuela are part of the socialist world
and the fact that they fight for socialism within their
own borders places them squarely on the side of
Africans who fight for socialism in Africa.
Pan-Africanism requires Africa’s unity to ensure its
invulnerability to divide and conquer strategies.
Unity is also needed to transform a collection of
small countries into a single superpower. We fight
for this because if a little country like Cuba is able to
provide vital assistance internationally, imagine the
potential of a liberated, united, socialist Africa. The
death rates of Africans in the U.S. during the Covid19 crisis have outpaced those of every other group.
Imagine if a united socialist Africa were to follow
Cuba’s example and could satisfy the health care
needs of African communities in the U.S. during this
and other crises.
Let’s become ever more conscious during this
African Liberation Day of the purpose of sanctions
against countries that are trying to do what’s best for
people everywhere. These sanctions are acts of war,
not just against the targeted countries, but against
the global African World and justice-loving people
everywhere.

We ﬁght for this because if a li2le country
like Cuba is able to provide vital assistance
interna'onally, imagine the poten'al of a
liberated, united, socialist Africa.
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Sanc%ons: Selec%ve Punishment and Acts of War Africans Everywhere Must Fight
Cuba, Haiti, Syria, Bolivia, Nicaragua, Zimbabwe, North Korea, Eritrea, Venezuela, Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Sudan,
while separated by continents, languages, culture, or nationalities, share two things in common. All have refused to
bow down to the demands of the US or Europe, and all were punished with crushing sanctions designed to bring
them to economic, social and political ruin for daring to defy the imperialist capitalist powers.
Sanctions are an alternative to conventional warfare. They are designed to destabilize a nation by weakening its
economic infrastructure and causing economic hardship and misery among the people. The hope is that the targeted
country’s population will turn against the leadership for its inability to provide political stability and economic
prosperity. Out of desperation, people often turn against a progressive government that is acting in their interest,
seeking relief from the imperialist powers who imposed the sanctions and caused their misery

Iran

Venezuela

In 1953 the United States and Britain orchestrated a
coup, ousting Iran’s democratically elected Prime
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh. His “crime” was
nationalizing Iran’s vast oil industry and using oil
revenue for the benefit of the Iranian people. Britain
wanted exclusive control of Iran’s oil and could only
do so with a puppet government in place. With U.S.
help, Britain waged a coup in Iran, ushering in the
dictatorship of tyrant Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the
hated Shah of Iran. Unwilling to accept a government
illegally imposed on them, the Iranian people
overthrew the Shah. This return to self-determination
by the Iranian people wasn’t tolerated by the United
States and their allies. Sanctions were instituted by
Executive Order by then U.S. president Jimmy Carter,
freezing over 12 billion dollars in Iran’s assets.
Successive U.S. administrations followed Carter’s
lead, with Ronald Regan declaring that Iran provides
“support for terrorism” and forbidding any companies
from doing business with Iran. Every subsequent U.S.
administration has continually tightened the
stranglehold on Iran with the goal of creating
discontent that will lead to another coup, that will in
turn lead to a U.S.- friendly “puppet” leader.

Sanctions were initially imposed against Venezuela
by the U.S. administration of Barack Obama through
an executive order declaring Venezuela an
“extraordinary threat to national security.” Venezuela
posed no threat, yet the sanctions were systematically
tightened. Donald Trump took over where Obama left
off. Parroting Obama’s absurd rhetoric, Trump seized
billions of Venezuela’s assets that were held in U.S.
financial institutions. He also forbade other nations
from doing business with Venezuela. This prevents
Venezuela from selling oil, obtaining loans or
restructuring their foreign debt. The U.S. has
repeatedly attempted to stage a coup in Venezuela as
a punishment for Venezuela’s insistence on
independence from U.S. domination, and the use of its
vast oil resources for human development inside
Venezuela and the region. Venezuela has never posed
a security threat to the U.S., but such claims are made
to the people of the U.S. and Europe who are fed a
steady diet of imperialist lies. The truth is that
Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution ushered in an
alternative approach to governing. Far from posing a
threat, Venezuela guaranteed the right to housing by
constructing over two and a half million public
housing units. They also provided free healthcare and
free education. These initiatives served to reduce
poverty by 50% and reduce extreme poverty by 77%.
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Sanc%ons: Selec%ve Punishment and Acts of War—
Africans Everywhere Must Fight (cont’d from p. 3)
Cuba

Zimbabwe

In collective punishment against the Cuban people for
overthrowing U.S.-installed dictator Fulgencio Batista in
1959, the United States enacted a crushing blockade that
has lasted nearly 60 years. The new, revolutionary
government nationalized foreign-controlled, properties,
using the nation’s resources to satisfy human needs.
Refusing to tolerate self-determination, the blockade
was imposed to deny Cuba food, medicines and
technology resulting in hunger and preventable death.
Despite the blockade, Cuba provides low-cost housing,
an excellent free education from nursery school through
the university level, exemplary free medical care, and
systematic eradication of privilege and the racist, and
patriarchal structures that existed before the revolution.
Additionally, Cuba provided consistent material and
human service support to other nations struggling
against colonialism and neo-liberalism. The U.S. has
been committed to bringing down the Cuban revolution
in an effort to halt its generous support to other nations
struggling against imperialism, and to prevent the
success of a socialist state that other nations would
imitate. Through it all, the Cuban people have stood tall.

Zimbabwe is one of several African nations subjected
to U.S. and European sanctions. Angered by
Zimbabwe’s implementation of a program to reclaim
and redistribute land stolen by European settlers
during the ruthless Rhodesian rule, the U.S. and
Europe have worked tirelessly to cast Zimbabwe into
total economic ruin. Although European settlers stole
land, displaced and killed African people and stole
mineral wealth, there were no sanctions, or any
action taken against them by any European country
or the United States. Once African people overthrew
the brutal invaders and began redistributing land to
the rightful owners, Europe and the U.S. sought to
bring down the Zimbabwe government through
crushing sanctions, plunging the economy into a
crisis designed to starve the people.

“I do not admit for instance, that a great wrong has been done to the Red Indians
of America or the black people of Australia. I do not admit that a wrong has been
done to these people by the fact that a stronger race, a higher-grade race, a more
worldly-wise race…has come in and taken their place” – Winston Churchill

From the sanctions imposed on Haiti as punishment for abolishing French
slavery and domination, to the neocolonial policies imposed against newlyindependent African nations in the 20th and 21st centuries, to the denial of
North Korea’s opportunity to engage socially, economically or politically
with the rest of the world, sanctions have become a favored means of
European and U.S. control of the world. The sanctioned nations are not a threat. They aren’t waging war, and they
aren’t oppressing anyone. Their crime is seeking to follow their own path, as every nation has the right to do. Their
crime is using their resources to develop their own social progress rather than following the capitalist path. This
reason alone is why they are singled out for sanctions.
Conversely, nations inflicting harm in the world escape sanctions. The United States of America is the only nation
in history to drop an atomic bomb, not once but twice, deliberately targeting civilian populations; killing a half
million people and maiming countless others. Yet, no sanctions were imposed.
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Sanc%ons: Selec%ve Punishment and Acts of War—
Africans Everywhere Must Fight (cont’d from p. 4)
Although Israel has an estimated 90 nuclear weapons which include bombs, warheads, and cruise missiles, and it
routinely commits crimes against humanity in its slaughter and ethnic cleansing of Palestinian people, no sanctions
are imposed against it. Repressive nations allied with the U.S. and the European Union are also not sanctioned.
Clearly, sanctions don’t defend justice or human rights. They are an illegal, immoral, and terrorist act of
war, applied against civilians, that inflict the greatest suffering on the most vulnerable, including children,
pregnant women, the ill, elderly, and disabled. As emergencies like COVID 19 spread, U.S. sanctions cruelly
prevent needed medicines from reaching sanctioned nations, increasing death and suffering.
Unparalleled dominance over global finance and trade allows the United States and its allies to essentially “own”
the world’s economy. With the complicity of the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the World
Trade Organization, this dominance is further reinforced and expanded, allowing the US to selectively and
unilaterally exclude any nation, at any time from participation in the global economic system. But people are rising
up!

Conclusion
Resistance is seen among brave nations who, undeterred by U.S. threats and intimidation, continue to trade and
interact with sanctioned nations. Resistance is seen among those struggling to create a payment system independent
of the U.S. dollar. Resistance is heard in the chants of mass demonstrators, where people by the thousands demand
the lifting of sanctions. Resistance is seen among groups representing peace, justice, climate activists, indigenous
peoples, women, youth, anti-imperialists, uniting to reject sanctions. Resistance is found in independent media
outlets, that tell readers and listeners the truth, defying the lies perpetrated by the corporate, capitalist media.
The All-African People’s Revolutionary Party uncompromisingly condemns sanctions, blockades, and all forms of
imperialist oppression against the people. We reject all forms of genocidal, economic warfare which target civilian
populations, and the resultant deaths and displacement.
We reject lies and slander as a pretext to invade, overthrow, destabilize, and destroy progressive nations, leaving
them impoverished. We demand lifting unjust economic, commercial and financial sanctions and blockades. We
demand that the U.S. abide by the numerous UN Resolutions, calling for an end to the illegal, blockade against
Cuba. But we must do more!
Join us in the defending the sovereignty of nations and their right to live in peaceful coexistence with the rest of the
world. As African people, we must organize for Pan-Africanism, which will bring about a totally liberated, unified,
and socialist Africa, completely independent of external interference and domination. Deprived of the wealth from
Africa’s stolen resources and exploited labor, United States economic dominance will crumble, creating the
framework for freedom and justice among all nations and all peoples of the world.

What must you do?
We must organize for Pan-Africanism.
Africa needs you! Africa's people scattered around the world need
you! Struggling people in neo-colonies need you!
The All-African People’s Revolutionary Party
(A-APRP) needs you!
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Sanc%ons - Warfare Against the Most Vulnerable
By design, sanctions inflict harm. However, they are particularly harmful for those who
are already most vulnerable. This is why.
Sanc%ons Are War
Kofi Annan, the former UN Secretary General, describes sanctions as “…a blunt instrument which hurts large
numbers of people who are not the primary target.” Decades of research prove the deadly effects of sanctions on
civilian populations. One report explicitly states “...sanctions have the capacity to kill more people than armed
warfare.” The primary targets of imperial warfare are the civilians, especially, women and children.

Sanc%ons Kill
In almost every country in the world, women have a longer life expectancy than men, except during and after wars.
Sanctions have drastic and immediate effects on the life expectancy of women. They are also more likely to suffer
from “indirect” effects of warfare, such as depression, premature death, heart disease, and diabetes, years after the
actual conflict ends.
Patriarchal, classist structures, and gendered norms keep women, children, queer, trans, and gender variant
individuals in the crosshairs of all types of violence. While women are targets of violence, they are also crucial to
the maintenance of the health, safety, and stability of their families and communities. To bring down structures of
power within a society, one must decimate those who are vital to holding up the society. This tactic is summed up
by a genocidal Rwandan Bahutu elite, who explicitly encouraged the massacre of Batutsi women and children, “To
get to the big rats, you have to kill the small ones first.” This negates the common myth that gender isn’t part and
parcel of the “processes and events” of warfare, including sanctions.
Supporters of “smart” sanctions say the intent is to target certain groups or individuals, but the masses suffer.
Sanctions strike crushing blows to vital infrastructure; schools are shuttered because teachers cannot be paid, and
hospitals close because they lack medicines and medical equipment. Fuel, safe food, potable water, and hygiene are
difficult to maintain. Resources trickle down during times of scarcity causing the most vulnerable in a society to
have less access to vital necessities, especially if they are poor. Malnutrition is severe and medical treatment is
nonexistent for people in these social classes.
Patriarchy and other structural power-based relationships prevent women from having needed access to healthcare,
especially reproductive healthcare. During conflicts and economic instability, women die due to higher rates of
self-induced, clandestine abortions. Maternal and infant mortality rates are higher than the mortality rates of men.
The breakdown of infrastructure also causes breakdowns in the social order, and women, queer, trans, gender
variant individuals, and children are victims of increased patriarchal violence. These groups are robbed of their
agency over their own bodies, and there is a spike in domestic violence, rape, sex-trafficking, and murder by men.
Women are less able to migrate to areas where there is greater access to economic support, food, and medical care.
Men relocate miles away, even to other countries to earn money, and their families and communities rely on them
as their primary financial support. However, lifesaving remittances are prevented from reaching intended destinations because international financial institutions are prohibited from conducting transactions with sanctioned
countries.
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Sanc%ons -Warfare Against the Most Vulnerable

(cont’d from p. 6)

Imperialists use sanctions to force their targets to submit to their will. No matter when or where they are
used, the consequences have consistently been the same - violence. Still, it is important to highlight
specific examples of how sanctions torture and kill women and children in countries, such as Cuba,
Zimbabwe, and Venezuela.

Cuba
The racist and unilateral U.S. response to the Cuban people’s liberation of their land and resources was the Trading
with the Enemy Act. This law not only prevents anyone in the U.S. from trading with Cubans, it imposes stiff
punishments on foreign countries and companies that provide financial subsidies, loans, or trade with Cuba. These
barbaric blockades have been in effect for 60 years, and women, children, elders, and people with chronic disease
suffer the most.
The blockades cut access to medicines and prohibit sales of even vital medical equipment and parts if they contain
20% or more of parts made by U.S. manufacturers. Sanctions render hundreds of lifesaving medical devices
unusable in Cuban hospitals, such as incubators, respirators, and dialysis machines. Cuba’s breast cancer screening
program cannot access safe x-ray film for comprehensive mammography screenings because it is made by the
Kodak company. As a result, women are exposed to dangerously high radiation levels. An investigation by the
American Association for World Health (AAWH) determines that the sanctions directly cause malnourishment of
women and children.
The AAWH notes that the Cuban government was able to avert a humanitarian catastrophe by committing a high
level of budgetary spending toward its healthcare system on primary and preventive healthcare programs.

Zimbabwe
Sanctions have been officially imposed against at least 18 African countries, including Zimbabwe. They are
intended to keep Africa locked in an imperial stranglehold through intentional harm to the most vulnerable and
oppressed, especially women and children.
Before winning independence, Africans in Zimbabwe (then called “Rhodesia”) were forced into a state of
starvation, disease, and illiteracy. In the 1980s, the newly elected Zimbabwean government focused on the health
and education of its people. The government started tuition-free education programs throughout the country. The
government also established free healthcare programs and rural communally-run Village Health Worker Programs.
These programs concentrated on mass immunization of children; antenatal and postnatal care; nutrition; and
reproductive health of women, including contraceptives. These programs decreased the mortality rates of women,
infants, and children, which were high prior to independence.
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(cont’d from p. 7)

Zimbabwe (cont’d)
In the 1980s Southern Africa was ground zero for the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and Zimbabwe launched an intensive
public health response. Women have a higher risk of contracting the virus through rape and the expectation to have
unprotected sex. Infants have a higher risk of contracting the virus through their mothers’ breast milk. Sanctions are
supposed to exempt food and medicine from being blocked, but many medicines, including newly developed
HIV/AIDS medicines, are prevented from being shipped to Zimbabwe because they are manufactured by U.S. drug
companies.
The sanctions don’t prevent donations for education and healthcare from coming in through unofficial channels in
Zimbabwe. Foreign donations come from “shadow” organizations that seek to undermine the current structure of
government institutions. Shadow donors create parallel schools designed for counter-revolutionary political
indoctrination, and they establish health clinics to supplant the national healthcare system. It’s no coincidence that
the foreign donations to these parallel systems come from the same countries that imposed the embargos.
Despite sanctions on foreign aid for government education and health programs, especially programs for
HIV/AIDS, Zimbabwe is one of the most successful countries in Africa in reducing new HIV/AIDs infections. And
with a 90% literacy rate, Zimbabwe continues to be one of the most educated countries in the world. These are
examples of how the resilience and resistance of the Zimbabwean people is stronger than the brute forces of
imperialism!

Venezuela
The 2017 sanctions against Venezuela caused over 100,000 preventable deaths. Doctors across Venezuela report
that hospitals are constantly overrun with severely malnourished children. This was rare prior to the sanctions, but
now, starving children are dying in the streets. Malnourished women are unable to nurse, and their infants and
babies are dying because baby formula is hard to find. As one doctor laments, “Sometimes they die in your arms
just from dehydration.” Severe stunting of children is now commonplace and doctors report “young children arrive
with the same weight and height of a newborn”. Women are waiting in long lines to undergo voluntary sterilization,
rather than helplessly watch their children die protracted, agonizingly painful deaths.
Venezuela needs to trade oil and other resources on the global markets to support the material needs of the
Venezuelan people. But imperialists seek to undermine the state’s successful socialist projects by replacing them
with austerity programs. The imperialist backed Venezuelan opposition uses sanctions as a way to promote
patriarchal and racist austerity programs. They argue that the elimination of important government institutions like
the ministries of Indigenous Peoples, Women and Gender Affairs would “restore economic stability.”
Even Venezuelans, critical of President Nicolas Maduro, including political opposition parties, understand that his
leadership is not the cause of their suffering. They know that the U.S. is the cause of their suffering. The people are
not fooled and remain defiant in the face of the attempted U.S. capitalist takeover of Venezuela’s vast oil and other
resources.

Summary
Despite the “official” statements to the contrary, civilians have always been the primary targets of western, imperial
warfare. Some studies suggest that since the 1990s, up to 90% of casualties in war are civilians, as opposed to
actual fighting forces. Economic sanctions continue to be the common imperialist warfare tactic used against
colonized peoples. Especially, when colonized nations demonstrate the slightest resistance to the imperial “spheres
of influence” and exercise their own sovereignty. Although colonized people experience suffering, and death
because of sanctions and other imperialist warfare tactics, they continue to remain strong in the face of hardship.
The only way to achieve certain victory for all oppressed people everywhere, is for all African people, especially
those who are most vulnerable, to organize and fight imperialism!
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Sanctions- Imperialism’s Immoral, Amoral
“Blunt Instrument” to Force Compliance
At the heart of global imperialism is the United States of America. This capitalist super state uses sanctions to
dominate the global financial and trade system. Sanctions work because they strangle the economy of the targeted
nation. Because global capitalism primarily uses the U.S. dollar, all international transactions are routed through
U.S. banks. This allows these banks to block or freeze individual transactions - or all transactions initiated by or for
a targeted nation. The banks can also confiscate billions of dollars held by a government upon demand.
U.S. global financial dominance also means that the U.S. government can demand that banks owned by other
disinterested countries comply with sanctions by threatening them with sanctions as well. This happened when
Citibank (a U.S. bank) and Deutsche Bank (a German bank) seized $1.4 billion in Venezuelan gold after the U.S.
government imposed economic sanctions on the Venezuelan Central Bank.
Economic sanctions and military/political domination work in essentially the same way. The U.S. military can
drone-bomb nearly any person in any colonized country at any time with impunity. The illegal assassination of
Qasem Soleimani is a case-in-point. The U.S. Navy is able to intercept ships (and thus interrupt trade) in nearly any
waters at any time. This happened when a ship headed for Venezuela with food supplies was seized.
The U.S. seat on the UN security council along with other Western imperialist powers that share a tightly aligned
agenda allows a forced global consensus on regime change again and again and again. Economic sanctions are
typically imposed with bills that glide easily through the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate. They can also
be imposed through executive order directly from the U.S. president or authorized by a particular U.S. government
agency like the Department of the Treasury, State, or Defense - bypassing the system of so-called "checks and
balances" entirely. If the U.S. empire desires international support for a particular round of sanctions - as they
might if they are using them as part of a broader escalation to war - they pursue the support of the European Union,
the U.N. security council, or assorted neo-colonial bodies like the Organization of American States or the African
Union.
Although rhetoric offered in support of sanctions
typically characterizes them as a kinder, gentler means
of bringing nations that do not submit to the will of
western imperialism to heel, the reality of economic
sanctions is mass starvation and devastation. Economic
sanctions often indiscriminately target import and
export sectors of a given economy, drastically
restricting a nation's ability to generate revenue through
trade while also drastically restricting the sorts of goods
that a nation can import. The day-to-day consequences
for a sanctioned country are massive inflation of the
national currency, ruined credit ratings that makes it
extremely difficult to obtain international loans, huge
shortages and high prices for goods like food, medicine,
fuel, industrial equipment, and crumbling infrastructure
that cannot be repaired or replaced because the
materials required to do so cannot be imported.

"Sanc&ons are by their very nature a blunt
instrument, but they remain the best tool
we have at our disposal . . .” U.S. State Dept.

U.S. economic sanctions are essentially a way to force
compliance through collective punishment. For
example, after the September 1991 coup that deposed
Haiti’s President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the U.S.
imposed sanctions that had a devastating impact on the
day-to-day lives of poor and working-class people in
Haiti. According to one report released by international
public health experts at Harvard University, up to 1,000
Haitian children were dying every month because of the
country’s inability to import food, medicine, and
vaccines. When asked about Haiti’s vulnerable and
defenseless children, U.S. State Department
representative, David Johnson, said: "Sanctions are by
their very nature a blunt instrument, but they remain the
best tool we have at our disposal to bring about the
return of democracy in Haiti."
Johnson’s perspective is widely shared among U.S.
officials. Former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said the reported 500,000 deaths of children in
Iraq after the imposition of sanctions was a worthwhile
price to pay for Saddam Hussein's compliance.
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Pan-African and Interna-onal Solidarity
Will Break Sanc-ons
Not one European colonizer or settler-colonist brought land to the African continent. They stole it when
they arrived. Consequently, it is not only logical, but just, that Africans take the land back.
Because British settlers stole Zimbabwe territory and
called it "Rhodesia" as a tribute to racist Cecil Rhodes,
Africans fought a long, fierce armed struggle. After
seizing state power in 1980, Africans re-named the
country Zimbabwe. For the next 20 years, the
Zimbabwean government under the leadership of the
heroic Robert Mugabe was widely praised by the west.
However, all of that changed when, in the year 2000,
the Zimbabwean government began a land reform
program that involved reclaiming land seized by
European settlers. The program gave hundreds of
thousands of Zimbabwe citizens access to land, while
also creating large scale farms for commercial
development. Nevertheless, Mugabe was immediately
and falsely branded a tyrannical terrorist and anti-white
autocrat. The United Kingdom came down on the
country like a ton of bricks. In 2001, the U.S. got in on
the action and imposed sanctions by way of the
Zimbabwe Democracy and Economic Recovery Act
(ZIDERA) along with a subsequent series of executive
orders.

The sanctions choked Zimbabwe’s economy nearly to death and resulted in widespread hardship for the people of
that country. Imperialists exploited the hardships by fomenting political conflict and otherwise destabilizing the
country through acts of harassment and disinformation. These conditions existed for years. But as a testament to the
strength and resilience of Zimbabwe’s people, the country produced record corn and tobacco crops from 2017
through 2019 despite the continued strangulation of U.S. and European Union sanctions that have caused immense
suffering and death.
Zimbabwe’s land reform was a monumental step forward in the struggle against imperialism in Africa. This fact
has not been missed by revolutionary forces throughout the world that have stood firm in their solidarity with the
people of Zimbabwe. These forces include, among many others: Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania, Azanian
People’s Organization, Socialist People’s Organization of Azania, The December 12th Movement, Zimbabwe-Cuba
Solidarity Organization (U.S.), North Korea, China, Cuba, and of course the All-African People’s Revolutionary
Party (A-APRP).
On August 19, 2019 the 16 member countries of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) declared
October 25 as “A Day of Solidarity to Lift the Illegal Sanctions Imposed on Zimbabwe.” Historically, this kind of
Pan-African and global revolutionary solidarity created the conditions for Africa’s successful armed anti-colonial
victories throughout the African continent. Even while Cuba was under its own imperialist embargo, that country
showed unwavering Internationalist solidarity during the anti-colonial period with material aid and more than
65,000 troops. Solidarity was also shown when the African Liberation Support Committee inside the OAU was setup to aid the liberation forces throughout the continent.
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Pan-African and Interna-onal Solidarity will Break Sanc-ons

(Cont’d from p. 10)

The All-African People’s Revolutionary
Party sees working with our fellow PanAfrican revolutionary formations to build
an All-African Committee for Political
Coordination as a priority task that will
facilitate united action against all forms of
imperialist attacks on Africa and Africans,
including western imperialist sanctions on
countries throughout Africa and the
Socialist World.

Cuban Solidarity and People’s Power
Cuba has been under an embargo since 1960 and a full blockade since 1962. The United States not only bars trade
by U.S. companies but it also punishes other countries that trade with Cuba. How has Cuba survived the U.S.
imperial blockade? By building self-reliant internal and international solidarity. In 1960 the Cuban socialist
government formed two critical organizations “Committees for Defense of the Revolution (CDRs) and “The Cuban
Institute for Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP).” The CDR organizations claimed membership of 8.4 million
people in 2010. ICAP’s people -to-people solidarity has built relationships with 2,045 Cuban solidarity
organizations in 152 countries.
After Cuba lost most of their trading partners in 1991 following the breakup of the former Soviet Union, the effects
of the blockade were intense. The Cuban people pulled together and not once in these lean years did the Cuban
socialist system suspend free health care and education. The crises were met by the people, the Cuban Communist
Party, and their friends and allies. They grew food everywhere - on porches, raised beds, parking lots and
throughout the countryside.
There was also international support. IFCO Pastors for Peace challenged the U.S. blockade by taking shipments of
supplies to Cuba through Mexico. IFCO continues solidarity annually with a travel challenge, coordinated with
Cuba solidarity organizations Venceremos Brigade and African Awareness Association. The A-APRP is in
solidarity with Cuba globally but in the U.S., the A-APRP chapters work with the National Network on Cuba, a
network of more than 35 solidarity organizations in the U.S. challenging the blockade.
The 1996 revolution in Venezuela led to solidarity with Cuba and became the nucleus of the Bolivarian Alliance for
the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), and eventually the formation of the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC).
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Venezuela’s Solidarity
Venezuela demonstrated solidarity by creating Petro-Caribe to help ease the cost of fuel for Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti,
Bermuda, Dominica, and other countries in the region. Venezuela even donated heating oil to underserved
communities in New York and Baltimore. The country financed cataract surgeries for people throughout the region.
The United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV) created solidarity among masses of workers and indigenous and
African-descended people in Venezuela, first by using 80 percent of oil revenues for education, health care and
housing. College was made available for the children of the working classes. The PSUV led a campaign to
politically educate the people and they later changed their constitution to put more power in the hands of the
people.
Since its unsuccessful attempt to stage an unpopular coup in 2002, imperialism has been trying to use economic
sabotage against Venezuela to crush the people’s revolution. The U.S. disputed the 2018 re-election of President
Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela and proceeded to back the self-appointed President Juan Guaido. In the face of
support by the majority of the members the Organization American States (OAS) and many members of European
Union (EU), the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the ALBA countries in the Americas stood firm with
President Maduro. U.S. resolutions in the United Nations to invade and overturn the elections failed.

Defend Embassy Protectors

Trump’s regime stepped up sanctions started by the Obama regime which declared Venezuela a security threat. The
current administration has frozen Venezuela’s oil assets, and those of PSUV members. As in the case of Cuba the
embargo has become a blockade, and not only are U.S. companies restricted from doing business with Venezuela
but other countries doing business with Venezuela are sanctioned.
Venezuela’s indigenous and African communities have benefited most from the revolution and they show their
solidarity with PSUV. Extreme poverty was reduced by 70 percent after the party came to power and over 2.5
million houses have been built by the government.

The A-APRP stands with PSUV and the people of Venezuela.
These three countries and many others are on the frontline of struggle against imperialism and we must
give them all the support and solidarity they need. The A-APRP calls on all Africans around the world to
join the fight.

We can and we will defeat imperialist sanctions.
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Africans Everywhere Must Fight! - But How?

Our theme for African Liberation Day calls on African people to fight. But because Africans live all over the planet
and are disconnected not only from the African continent, but also from each other, we are left to ask how any fight
can be waged effectively.
In The Handbook of Revolutionary Warfare, Kwame Nkrumah recognized that “neo-colonialism” replaced
“colonialism” as a method used by forces outside of Africa to dominate the African continent. Under colonialism,
European/capitalist forces directly controlled Africa. When colonial forces withdrew from Africa in response to
African resistance, colonizers maintained their domination of the continent by installing puppet leaders who did
their bidding and generally made it possible for exploitation to continue under neo-colonialism, an essentially old
system in a new form.
Nkrumah’s response was to call for all genuine, revolutionary, Pan-Africanist parties and formations to unite. He
said the vehicle for their work should be an “All-African People’s Revolutionary Party (A-APRP)” that could
facilitate establishment of an All-African Committee for Political Coordination and an All-African People’s
Revolutionary Army to coordinate and wage war against imperialism for human dignity and liberation.
Concerned Africans heeded Nkrumah’s call and established the All-African People’s Revolutionary Party, the
organization responsible for this year’s African Liberation Day commemoration. But African Liberation Day is not
all that the Party does. Members of the organization are also actively organizing throughout Africa. You may not
live in a part of Africa where this work is occurring, or you may not live in Africa at all. But you can effectively
contribute to this work in many ways. Things you can do include:
•

Provide financial support to our efforts to build capacity for unifying African liberation organizations.

•

Contribute revolutionary literature by revolutionary Pan-Africanists like Nkrumah, Amy Jacques Garvey,
Sekou Toure, Amilcar Cabral, Mangaliso Sobukwe, Steve Biko, Walter Rodney, Malcolm X, Assata
Shakur, George Padmore, etc., to our chapters and sister parties/formations in Africa.

•

As in the Western Hemisphere, education in Africa for more than 500 years has been dominated by
colonialist and anti-African themes. We need to provide our people there with messages of hope and
determination that we have the capacity to take control of our destiny.

•

Encourage those people who claim to support African self-determination to practice what they preach by
concretely supporting these truly independent and revolutionary organizing efforts.

Africans living outside of Africa can and should do even more, but perhaps the biggest challenge in the Western
Hemisphere is convincing Africans that they are Africans even if they were not born in Africa. When they don’t
identify as Africans, it is more difficult for them to appreciate that their future is intrinsically tied to Africa’s future,
and that they should fight for a strong Africa that will in turn result in a strong Diaspora (places outside of Africa
where Africans live).
The task of bringing about greater identification with Africa will be made easier if those in the Diaspora have
greater organizing capacity. One method of doing this involves building community defense projects. For example,
Africans in Honduras engage in land protection work. Anti-police terrorism movements have been developed in the
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U.S., Canada, Brazil, Australia, and Europe. This work reflects strong community defense, but often missing is the
movement of this work from mobilization to organization and tying these efforts into ongoing work to liberate and
unify the African continent.
Organizing means moving from mere events to ongoing efforts to build up our fighting capacity. If we organize our
communities to defend themselves, we can effectively build “don’t call the police” projects. Likewise, local
liberation schools, self-defense training, free counseling and consistent political education can all be part of a
coordinated effort to strengthen our communities and connect them to our struggles for Pan-Africanism i.e. one
unified socialist Africa. When community defense projects are showcased as models of socialist development (i.e.,
collective development with collective objectives and results) participants more readily accept the achievability of
our Pan-Africanist objective.
We know that many of our people really want to stand up against our collective oppression, but they are uncertain
about the best way to ensure our ultimate victory. Communication and interaction between Africans living in the
same communities is extremely limited, primarily due to our systemic oppression. Communication between
Africans living in different countries is even more limited for the same reasons. This is why African Liberation Day
serves as such a unifying institution and vehicle for our people. It gives us a collective spirit to discuss how we can
manifest our work to move towards victory for Africans everywhere (along with the rest of humanity).
Of course, imperialism has absolutely no intention of ceasing its never-ending onslaught of dirty tricks designed to
keep African people from even thinking about African unity, not to mention achieving it. Those dirty tricks reflect
imperialism’s efforts to convince us that we are not the same people, and that if we are focused on everything
except Africa, the more they can continue to enrich themselves and benefit from Africa’s wealth at our collective
expense.
With strikes, boycotts, insurrections and other tactics, Africans who live in the centers of imperialist power (Britain,
France, Germany, Australia, Canada, and the U.S.) will one day play a critical role in shutting down these power
centers, and thereby crippling imperialism everywhere. Our people in Central/South America and the Caribbean
will also play a central role because much of the cheap labor and resources that fuel imperialism come from these
areas.
Can all of this actually happen? Yes, but it will require proper organization among our people wherever we live.
Community defense projects are a good way to start. We draw inspiration from the fact that one hundred years ago,
Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) built chapters in 33 countries on three
continents and the Caribbean. They did it without the Internet, telephones, and flights. Imagine, what we can
accomplish today.

Take the first step and visit http://www.aaprp-intl.org for more information.
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OPEN VEINS
By Nii Ardey Otoo
Ghana born Poet and Organizer,
All African People’s Revolutionary Party (Ghana Chapter)

Open your veins
Ordered the empire, the vampire
Open your veins
I thirst for your blood
Africa, Asia, Latin America & Caribbean
Open your veins
Open your veins
Give me your Oil
Give me your Gold
Give me your Cobalt
Give me your Bauxite
Give me your Diamonds
Give me all your natural resources
Ordered the empire, the vampire
Open your veins
Refusal to open your veins
Sanctions will be your lot
Visa sanctions
Political sanctions
Cultural sanctions
Economic sanctions
Diplomatic sanctions
Sanctions! Sanctions!! Sanctions!!!
On all who resist economic and political
domination by the empire, the vampire
Open your veins
Sanctions to make you submit
To the whims of the empire, the vampire
Sanctions, a criminal weapon
Used by the empire, the vampire
To make the people suffer to death
It has killed more people than the A-bomb
Africa, Asia, Latin America & Caribbean
Wake up! Stand up! Fight against Sanctions
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Open your veins

Open your veins

Sanctions on Bolivia
Sanctions on Cuba
Sanctions on Iran
Sanctions on North Korea
Sanctions on Palestine
Sanctions on Syria
Sanctions on Venezuela
Sanctions on Zimbabwe
Sanctions, to force you to open your veins

Military insurrections and regime change
Murder and assassinations
False propaganda and vicious lies
Military invasions and imposition of
Neo-colonial puppet leaders
Are the modus operandi of the empire, the
vampire
To keep Africa, Asia, Latin America and
Caribbean
In permanent exploitation without redress

Open your veins
Open your veins
But Africa, Asia, Latin America
And Caribbean saying, in unison
To hell with sanctions
Revolution Yes! Submission No!
Forward ever, backwards never!
Capitalist sanctions kill
Death to elite war criminals
Along with their sanctions
Open your veins
The empire, the vampire
Is afraid of Revolution
Is afraid of Peoples’ Freedom
Is afraid of Peoples’ Justice
Is afraid of Peoples’ Power
Is afraid of Scientific Socialism
The empire, the vampire
Afraid of Revolution!

When the empire, the vampire
Waged war of pillage and succeeds
Rest assured, the end results are
Privatization of state owned enterprises
Devaluation of national currency
Invitation of foreign concerns
To exploit cheap labor
Unlimited local credit to foreign companies
Tax holidays for foreign companies
Natural resources in foreign hands
While its victims wallow in poverty and despair
Thus, massive unemployment
Open your veins
Ordered the empire, the vampire
- 0–0–

Open your veins
The empire, the vampire claimed
Cuba, exporting revolution
Iran, exporting revolution
North Korea, exporting revolution
Venezuela, exporting revolution
But Revolution is not a commodity
It cannot be exported
People make revolution against
exploitation, domination and subjugation

Dedicated to OSPAAAL
For the 6th African Continental Conference on
Solidarity with Cuba
Abuja, Nigeria, September 2019
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The Enduring Relevance of
Kwame Nkrumah’s Road Map to Revolu,on
In 2018 the All African People’s Revolutionary Party (A-APRP) commemorated the 50th anniversary of
the publication of Kwame Nkrumah’s historic book “Handbook of Revolutionary Warfare.” The Central
Committee of the A-APRP (the organization’s leadership body) re-read and discussed the book’s
continuing relevance during a series of meetings. What follows is an “interview” with the Party’s
leadership about the book:

Question: What has changed globally for African People since the writing of this book?
A-APRP: The National Liberation struggle in Africa is not finished, and imperialist militarism has increased on the
continent with AFRICOM, expanding bases in Ghana and Djibouti, increased drone bases, and African militaries
receiving training from both NATO and AFRICOM. Economically neo-colonialism is now in the stage of neoliberalism.
Question: Hold up! You’re using a lot of big words. What does all of that mean?
A-APRP: Yeah, okay, I’ll try to break it down. Imperialism means governments, corporations and other forces
outside of Africa reaching into the continent and stealing and exploiting Africa’s valuable resources. Often, they do
this by force, not so much by sending in their own armies anymore, but now they will send their military forces as
“trainers” and “advisors” to direct African soldiers to do the imperialist dirty work. When the world sees that, it
doesn’t appear that foreigners are dominating Africa. This is really the primary mission of U.S. Africa Command
(AFRICOM). They get away with this only because there are African stooges who are in leadership positions in
African countries who cooperate with these crimes. We call this “neo-colonialism” because it’s just a new form of
colonialism – foreigners controlling Africa using puppets with black faces. These puppets have helped push Africa
into a neo-liberal stage, or a period when private and foreign interests have total freedom to do whatever they want
in Africa with no interference or control by governments or the people at all.
Question: If this is happening right now, why is the A-APRP reading and talking about a book that was published
more than 50 years ago?
A-APRP: The A-APRP and other revolutionary forces need to talk about how imperialism still attempts to destroy
revolutionary organizations and countries like PAIGC, Cuba, North Korea, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe that are
under siege by imperialism. Nkrumah had to consider these issues when he wrote his book, but it falls to the AAPRP and other revolutionary formations to revise discussion of the role of the Party/State in moving us toward
socialism while also ensuring that everyone understands the economics of neo-colonialism.
Question: Movement toward…socialism? Is that what you said?
A-APRP: Yes. Simply put, we want the wealth and resources of Africa to be in the hands of the broad masses of
Africa’s people rather than in the hands of a tiny African elite and foreigners. Socialism makes that happen.
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Question: It seems like a very tall order. A revolution? To take the wealth and put it in the hands of the people?
How can you pull that off?
A-APRP: We do it by waging an information war that educates people to the need for revolution and that points
the way forward. Once the people know what’s happening, they can be organized into a force that nobody can stop.
The information we give people is propaganda. The capitalists have made that a dirty word, but one of the good
things about Nkrumah’s book is that he explains how and why propaganda is vital to revolution. The capitalists
certainly use propaganda against us. The African revolutionary forces must underscore the role of propaganda.
Look at the example of Libya and other liberation movements whose images were distorted and perverted by
capitalist propaganda. They were made to appear to be illegitimate revolutionary forces that just labeled themselves
socialist and communist.
Question: You continue to push this idea of socialism and communism. I’ve always heard those systems are antidemocratic, and even tyrannical. Why would we want that if we’re trying to put the people in control?
A-APRP: Nkrumah emphasizes the fundamental importance of knowing the enemy. This means in the case of
democracy the revolutionary forces must explain the difference between capitalist ruling class democracy and
people’s participatory democracy. Capitalist democracy means the people can choose government leadership from
candidates approved by the capitalists. The people don’t get to make any decisions at all about the wealth of the
country. The capitalists own and control that. People’s participatory democracy means that the people not only get
to decide who they want to lead the government, but they also own the nation’s wealth and decide how it is used.
There is a big difference, and you need socialism to have a people’s participatory democracy.
Question: The African continent is huge. Seriously, it is HUGE! I don’t understand how even the most committed
revolutionaries are going to get control of all that territory.
A-APRP: Nkrumah explains how to do it in the Handbook of Revolutionary Warfare. The strategy is based on what
we call the “zonal theory.” That means that Africa is made up of different types of zones. There are zones under
enemy control, which is self-explanatory. There are “contested zones” where serious liberation struggles are being
waged. And there are “liberated zones” where revolutionaries have been victorious, and they control the territory.
Nkrumah called for the establishment of an All-African Committee for Political Coordination (A-ACPC) that will
make it possible for African revolutionary parties and forces in liberated zones to act in a coordinated way with
parties and revolutionary forces struggling to win power in contested zones. Although the analysis is more than 50
years old, it remains relevant to today’s reality. The A-APRP and other revolutionary Pan-African parties must
study and update information about the progressive and revolutionary political formations in Africa and figure out
how to manage our relationships with them on the African continent and throughout the African World. But
basically, the idea is to win Africa incrementally, zone by zone. It can and will be done.
Question: Are you saying that nothing has really changed in 50 years?
A-APRP: No, we’re not saying that at all. Consider for example our revolutionary objectives. They include
nationalism, socialism and Pan-Africanism. We have to look at how these concepts have changed over time and
how they apply to our struggle today. How do we define nationalism today as compared to how we defined it in
1968? Amilcar Cabral’s definition contemplated controlling the means and modes of production. But we are
currently in a complete state of neo-colonialism where even though the means and modes of production are in
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African hands, there are still foreign forces that give those African hands orders about what to do with those
productive resources. It’s very different from what existed in 1968. Consequently, we are looking at achieving
liberation of the nation from neo-colonialism. Conditions have changed in other ways. In the diaspora for example,
we see how in Brazil, Colombia, and other places, there are Africans fighting alongside indigenous people and to a
certain degree forging a different kind of nation. How are those struggles against settler-colonialism tied to the
African Revolution? Is settler colonialism in some ways upheld or aided by these struggles in which Africans seek
land outside of Africa? We have to define today how these struggles fit into our definition of Pan-Africanism. In
the Caribbean, none of those islands are self-sufficient in terms of production. They are very neo-colonial, even
with national independence. It underscores yet again that our struggle is primarily against neo-colonialism.
Question: Of the objectives you named, it would seem that nationalism would be the one most familiar to people.
A-APRP: Oh yes, Nkrumah acknowledged that nationalism is an easy concept for the masses to grasp, especially
given that our experience with true independence is limited and rare. Everybody intuitively knows that if foreigners
control your government and economy, they need to be sent packing. But what happens after they leave? One
possibility is that a national bourgeoisie can come to power and control the country’s resources. If that group is
functioning essentially as agents for foreign interests, things have not really changed. That is the neo-colonial
reality in many countries in Africa. China has a national bourgeoisie, but at least that group has dominant
ownership of the means of production. In Africa we haven’t even achieved national liberation in a capitalist
context. True liberation that will allow for true nationalism will come only after we have scientific socialism –
complete control of our productive forces free from any imperialist domination. We need a unified Africa to
achieve scientific socialism. National liberation of the resources – socialism implies that the masses own them and
utilize them in the interest of the people.

Question: You mentioned struggles in the African diaspora by Africans allied with indigenous peoples.
I’m intrigued by the implications of those efforts for the idea of nationalism. Can you expand on that?
A-APRP: To answer that we must note that there is a difference between nationalism and national liberation.
Nkrumah defined nationalism as the struggle for independence, but that alone does not address the question of
political and economic exploitation. Yes, there is a clear difference between nationalism and national liberation.
Nationalism was a concept used to mobilize people inside a “national territory” to free the land and kick out the
colonizer. However, as mentioned earlier, the imperialists continued to control the means of production and
productive forces and the political situation. National liberation means that the masses control all aspects of the
means of production. Many of these alliances in the diaspora between Africans and indigenous peoples are for the
purpose of fighting against settler-colonialism, where foreign forces actually settle in the territory and dominate it.
Their struggles are to liberate the territory from the settler-colonists and imperialists. This is a contribution to the
fight for scientific socialism. Any struggle anywhere in the world against imperialism is a fight for Africa. Africans
in these circumstances who identify with the total liberation of Africa are Pan-Africanists.

Question: You keep returning to the idea of Pan-Africanism, which, if I understand it correctly is the total
liberation and unification of Africa under scientific socialism. Why is African unity so important? If African
countries achieve true independence – true nationalism, won’t that be enough?
A-APRP: Would you suggest that California or Illinois or New Jersey can be self-sustaining, strong, independent
countries on their own? Of course not. In order for those states to function in a meaningful way, they have to be
united with all other states in the United States of America. Africa is no different. Those little African countries will
reach their full potential only after there is a United States of Africa. But unity has still other benefits. African unity
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will make it possible to provide economic, diplomatic and military protection to Africans globally. Not only that,
Africa can support indigenous peoples everywhere in their struggles against settler-colonialism. Africa will
generally be in a position to contribute to efforts to bring about international socialism leading to world
communism. Imperialism and neo-colonialism must be eradicated in all its forms.
Question: How does scientific socialism differ from “African Socialism?”
A-APRP: Scientific socialism is, as its name implies, based on objective, demonstrable facts and analysis of
material conditions. For this reason, socialist principles are the same everywhere. Gravity is a scientific principle. If
you observe gravity in Africa, it is not “African gravity.” That’s why “African Socialism” is a farce that was based
on romanticism and mythology. For example, some proponents suggested that Africans are naturally socialist
because of Africa’s communal heritage, and that pursuit of socialism is instinctive rather than a conscious choice.
Philosophically, there may be some links between communalism and socialism but biologically it is not a given that
we as Africans who experienced communalism will automatically pursue socialism. The entire African socialism
concept was used by neo-colonialism to confuse and distract Africans from taking a scientific approach.
Question: All that you say makes sense, but aren’t imperialist forces pretty strong? Won’t they crush a revolution?
A-APRP: Not a chance. Imperialism has more and more problems within and without territorial boundaries and
imperialist countries and forces become weaker by the day. History shows that all empires collapse. We can hasten
the demise of imperialism through revolution.
Question: If imperialists are faced with so many external and domestic difficulties, how then can they afford to
step up their aggression in Africa?
A-APRP: Nkrumah explained that it was a deliberate strategy of the imperialist to set up neo-colonial states. This
strategy (neo-colonialism) stifled the development of one unified Africa. The imperialists must step up their
aggression because if they lose Africa’s natural resources they cannot survive as capitalist nations. Internally,
capitalists have balance of payments problems in both Europe and in settler colonies in the western hemisphere.
There are ongoing workers’ strikes and massive unrest in the streets in capitalist countries around the globe.
Capitalism’s need to control raw materials is why they have fought and continue to fight imperialist wars.

50th Anniversary Seminar on Osagyefo's
Handbook of Revolu/onary Warfare at the
Kwame Nkrumah Ins/tute of African
Studies
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Kwame Ture Black Star of Labor Awardees
Cuba has a long-standing history and commitment as a socialist country to humanism and solidarity,
especially the human right to medical care. Supporting the health needs of the people no matter where they
are has been a part of Cuba's history since its beginning as a socialist nation.

Henry Reeve International Medical Brigade
Henry Reeve was a Brigadier General in Cuba’s Army of Liberation) during the First Cuban War of Independence
(Ten Years' War) (1868-1878). Named after Henry Reeve, this medical brigade was created by President Fidel
Castro in September 2005 after Hurricane Katrina and now travels around the world to help and assist countries who
are surviving catastrophes. Despite U.S. efforts to undermine Cuba's financial ability to survive with U.S. sanctions
and also putting pressure on countries not to accept assistance from the Cuban Medical Brigade, Cuba has been able
to send aid to over 16 countries, including medical personnel and medicines, to assist in the fight against the latest
world pandemic…COVID-19. These countries include many in Africa, the Caribbean, Central and South America,
such as Togo, South Africa, Jamaica, Venezuela, Italy, and China. The embargo and sanctions is a declaration of
war, not only against the country of Cuba, but the people everywhere who need these vital health care services.

ELAM (Latin American School of Medicine
The Latin American School of Medicine (ELAM) in Cuba was conceived in 1998 as Cuba’s proactive response to a
huge humanitarian disaster in Honduras, Hurricane Mitch. Cuba sent doctors and other medical personnel and in
Mitch’s aftermath, Cuban President Fidel Castro proposed the establishment of the Latin American School of
Medicine. Full scholarships were provided for thousands of students mainly from Latin America, the Caribbean and
Africa. Upon completion of their six-year training, these revolutionary doctors, most of whom come from poor
families in underdeveloped countries, are expected to return to their communities to serve. There is no contract or
service minimum but rather a moral expectation to utilize their medical training to improve the health of the People.
Since its first class of 2005, ELAM has graduated tens of thousands of physicians from 119 countries including the
U.S. and thousands are presently enrolled in the school in Havana, half of whom are women. (Ref: ALD 2013
Tabloid)
Thousands of well-trained doctors, imbued with the spirit of “Che” return to their countries with a mission and
commitment to serve in the most neglected communities.

Brahim Ghali
President of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (aka Western Sahara)
Brahim Ghali (born 16 September 1948) has served as an historic figure and played a key role in the ongoing
struggle of the Sahrawi people for self-determination and independence from Morocco. Ghali was one of the original
founders and leaders of the Polisario Front in 1973, and was elected as the first General Secretary of the movement
at its constitutive congress. Alongside El Uali Mustapha Sayed, Gali led the El-Khanga raid, the first military action
of the POLISARIO against a desert post of the Spanish Army, 1974 El Uali, POLISARIO General Secretary selected
Ghali to command the Sahrawi People’s Liberation Army.
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Mawina Kouyate Daughters of Africa Awardees
Marielle Franco (Brazil) (posthumous recipient)
Marielle Franco, a Rio de Janeiro city councilor and member of the Socialism and
Liberty Party (PSOL), was known for her stand against racism, homophobia and police
violence in the favelas of Rio. Born and raised in a favela, one of the poorest sections in
Rio, Brazil, Franco fought all the odds, earned a masters’ degree, and chose to become
an elected councilor who worked tirelessly to promote the rights of black women,
LGBTI and young people. As the country moved more toward the far right, Marielle was
assassinated by “former” policemen. Thousands of Brazilians took to the streets to
protest this official murder of the Brazilian political activist – a black, gay single mother
– who was a fearless fighter in a country mired in racism and inequality.

Irene Elena Flores Torres
(AfroBolivian Leader)
Elena Flores is a highly respected Afrobolivian and union leader. She
began union work in her youth, carrying out many leadership roles in
the Association of 35,000 coca leaf farmers of the Yungas, 5,000 feet
below the city of La Paz. She is a strong labor leader and profoundly
dedicated to the wellbeing of women. Since the 2019 coup in Bolivia,
Flores has been at the forefront of denouncing the Añez regime's
militarization, harsh repression and disregard for democracy. She
vows to protect and unify her unionized, campesino, Indigenous and
Afrobolivian region. Thus, Elena Flores, the elected union president
of Adepcoca (the Departmental Association of Coca Producers) and a
single mother of young children, has been imprisoned since March 4,
2020 under deplorable conditions. Organizations, movements and individuals from around the world have
denounced the unjust incarceration of trade union leader Elena Flores and other women political prisoners and are
demanding her immediate release. (Ref: h(ps://www.telesurenglish.net/opinion/Call-For-Immediate-Release-of-Poli%calPrisoner-Irene-Flores--20200413-0016.html

Save the Date!!!

Pan-African Women’s Day

August 2020 -- In Ci&es around the world
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A-APRP 2020 LEGACY AWARDS
The All-African People’s Revolutionary (A-APRP) Legacy Award is given to our organizers who have
given a lifetime in service to building the AAPRP and global Pan-African struggles. We thank them for
past and continued selfless work and sacrifice. They are the true cadre who inspire us and generations to
come.
•

Alexander Ben—Brother Ben has served his people since the early 1970s in the A-APRP. He was always on
the forefront of fundraising and recruitment activities and managed Kwame Ture’s housing, transportation, and
health care during Recruitment Drives. He has traveled to Guinea, Gambia and Ghana. He always opened his
home to Party members and supporters from Africa and the diaspora who needed housing while living and
attending school.

•

Nehanda Green--Sister Nehanda has been in the A-APRP since 1976 and has organized with Party chapters in

•

Seku Neble)--Brother Seku has been a member of the AAPRP since its beginnings in the early 1970s. Seku

•

Sarudzayi Sevanhu --During her adult life, Sister Sarudzayi has always been in an organization working for

Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Illinois focusing on recruitment and fundraising. One of her great
accomplishments was the coordination of the Mawina Kouyate Pre-School in Sierra Leone. She is a founding
member of the All-African Women Revolutionary Union and served on the Central Committee for several
years.

has studied and organized under Nkrumah and Touré. Speaking, drumming and organizing, presently living in
Ghana, Seku is a part of the AAPRP’s Cultural Workers Bureau.

the people and has been an organizer in the A-APRP for over 40 years in the Illinois and Virgin Island chapters.
Traveling throughout Africa and the Diaspora, she is a founding member and Midwest regional coordinator of
the All-African Women Revolutionary Union and continues to serve the IL Chapter as the Administration
Committee coordinator.

Honoring Revolu-onaries Who Have Transi-oned And Joined The ANCESTORS
El Hadj Momo Bangoura, a human library is gone forever. He was a comrade working closely with Ahmed
Sekou Toure leading up to independence and building a socialist Republic of Guinea and continuing this work even
after the death of Pres. Toure and the coup that followed. He remained faithful to the People and the Party of the
People; a member of the Political Bureau of the PDG-RDA until the last breath; a former member and minister of
the Party/State of the People’s Revolutionary Republic of Guinea; a Deputy in the National Assembly; a comrade
sought out by the coup regime, but protected by the People.
Comrade Bangoura left a positive impression with his humility toward the AAPRP delegation in 1993 and tireless work to make sure they were taken
care of while in Guinea. The journey to Faranah was most memorable when
the military check points greeted him and the delegation with such
familiarity and respect.
He departed this life on May 4, 2020, was interred May 8, and the PDGRDA announced that a public symposium will take place after the lifting of
the health emergency order, which will honor several recently departed
Guinean revolutionary patriots.
1993 A-APRP Delega*on
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT - FOCUS: GUINEA-BISSAU
Revolu'onary Pan-Africanist Amilcar Cabral Considered
the 2nd Greatest Leader of Humanity
At the beginning of this year, BBC World Histories Magazine asked historians to nominate the ‘greatest leader’ –
someone who exercised power and had a positive impact on humanity – and to explore their achievements and
legacy. More than 5,000 readers voted, and in second place, with 25 per cent of the
vote is Amilcar Cabral, who as head of the African Party for the Independence of
Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC), led his country to independence.
What made Cabral great? Why must those who struggle for Pan-Africanism know and
understand this man’s life, work and legacy? Let’s examine his contributions.
While the BBC magazine vote confirms what some historians have affirmed for more
than 50 years, the magazine doesn’t highlight more relevant aspects of Cabral’s antiimperialist strategies for political-military coordination, and his work on culture as the
basis for the liberation of the means of production. Such is the fundamental revolutionary role played by ideology
and liberation organizations like the PAIGC.

Cabral focused on Ideology and Revolutionary Consciousness
“…The ideological deficiency, not to say the total lack of ideology,
within the national liberation movements--which is basically due to
ignorance of the historical reality which these movements claim to
transform--constitutes one of the greatest weaknesses of our struggle
against imperialism, if not the greatest weakness of all. We believe,
however, that a sufficient number of different experiences have
already been accumulated to enable us to define a general line of
thought and action with the aim of eliminating this deficiency…” (Amilcar Cabral, The Weapon of Theory)
Mass revolutionary consciousness and the mass nature of the armed struggle for national liberation that employs the
people’s culture explains why the PAIGC is still alive, vibrant and struggles to this day. Cabral gave highest
priority to training cadres who would continue his work in theory and practice after his physical disappearance. To
complement the nucleus of cadre who were with him from the beginning, Cabral established boarding schools in
areas liberated from the colonizers where children were given political/ideological training. The best of these
students were sent to the ‘Escola Piloto’ (Pilot School) in Conakry, next to the PAIGC headquarters. Cabral
regularly spent time participating in the ideological training and reminding students they were to become the
political cadre of their country after independence.
For the non-military “armed militants,” ideological centers were established as well as political commissaries inside
the People’s Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARP). Still other militants were sent to socialist countries, including
China, Cuba, Ghana, Algeria, the USSR and Eastern Europe for political education and military training. These
unsung cadres continue their revolutionary work.
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Revolu'onary Pan-Africanist Amilcar Cabral Considered
the 2nd Greatest Leader of Humanity (Cont’d from p. 23)

Cabral ensured the PAIGC’s durability through training.
Consistent training may explain why the PAIGC is one of only a few parties
in Africa that has possessed the capacity to regain state power several times
after losing it. State power lost in 1999 was regained in 2004, and then fully
reinforced in 2008. When power was lost again in a 2012 coup, it was
regained in 2014. The PAIGC suffered a palace coup in 2015 but regained
control in 2019. Because of yet another coup in February, the PAIGC is
fighting again to lead the country.
Disciples and students of Amilcar Cabral who honestly want to continue the
work must adhere to the following three decisive tenets;
1) faithfulness to the political program, including fundamentals and
objectives, ideology, strategy and tactics;
2) active engagement in socio-political structures rooted in the popular
culture of the People on a national, African and international level. Such
makes possible the application of the political program in practice and
development of revolutionary consciousness;
3) commitment to following Cabral’s political/cultural example.

Cabral walked the walk of Pan-Africanism and anti-imperialism by establishing organizations.
Many know Cabral (along with comrades) established the African Party for
Independence (PAI) in 1956. (It became PAIGC in 1960 to acknowledge
Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands.) Less known is that Cabral also helped
found the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) – also in
1956. Specifically, he was one of the founders of the Partido de Luta Unida
dos Africanos de Angola (PLUAA) that preceded the Manifesto of the
MPLA. In addition, Cabral strongly influenced the shaping of the Front for the Liberation of Mozambique
(FRELIMO), and he had a major influence on the development of the Movement for the Liberation of Sao Tome e
Principe (MLSTP) especially while its office and leaders were based in Conakry, not far from the PAIGC
headquarters.
Cabral was also one of the co-founders of the Organization of Solidarity with the People of Africa, Asia and Latin
America (OSPAAAL) in 1966, which coordinates political-military struggles of anti-imperialist revolutionaries on
three continents.
These organizations still exist, each with hundreds of thousands of members. (The MPLA has about a million)
These are profoundly meaningful legacies left by Cabral.
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Cabral gave us a vital revolutionary example to follow.
Amilcar Cabral’s pragmatism, courage, modesty, intelligence, honesty and credibility are irreproachable. He was a
genius strategist. His example serves as a potent weapon.
Although he is not as well-known as he should be, awareness of Amilcar Cabral’s record of sterling service grows
day-by-day in Africa and abroad. The 2020 BBC World Histories Magazine ‘greatest leader’ feature doesn’t
mention the revolutionary aspects of Cabral’s profile that are highlighted here, but such a publication cannot hide
the sky with its hand. Even the magazine had to acknowledge that Cabral “united Africans in Guinea-Bissau to
defeat Portuguese colonialism.”

Conclusion
It is not enough to simply declare Cabral as one of the greatest leaders of all time. We must follow his
example in practice. Faithfully adhering to Comrade Amilcar Cabral’s tenets and principles will lead us to
the total liberation and unification of Africa under scientific socialism with the modes and means of
production controlled by Africa’s people. In Central and South America, Asia, the African Diaspora, and
throughout the revolutionary world, revolution consistent with Amilcar Cabral’s thoughts means
‘returning to the source,’ committing class suicide and becoming re-born as a revolutionary worker,
actively involved in daily sacrifices inside a mass political party, which is the organized political
expression of our people’s culture, led by ideology that comes from our culture and which is produced by
our history.
Eternal glory for Amilcar Cabral! Cabral “ka muri”! Cabral ká tá more!
(Amilcar Cabral is not dead; Cabral never dies!)
For more informa+on about Amilcar Cabral:
On fundamental, objectives, strategy, political program, ideology for Africa from our Culture / History, SocioPolitical Structures, Strategy, see “Cabral Exemplary light and guide for the pan-African and socialist
revolution” published by Pambazuka News
https://www.pambazuka.org/pan-africanism/cabral-exemplary-light-and-guide-pan-african-and-socialist-revolution
Other links and resources related to Cabral’s work and legacy:

http://casacomum.org/cc/arquivos?set=e_2767
http://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/cabral/1965/tnmpc.htm
http://tinyurl.com/p9qkga2

www.aaprp-intl.org

http://tinyurl.com/nolnbv7 www.anc.org.za

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wr6SC8X2hIk .

www.pac.org.za

https://www.facebook.com/pdgrda.revolution
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Another Imperialist Blow To Revolu6onary Pan-Africanism: Imperialist Puppets
Overthrow Pan-Africanist Party (PAIGC) In Guinea-Bissau

After the African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape-Verde (PAIGC) won a glorious armed struggle
(“People’s War”) and unilaterally and without any concessions established the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, the
country became a base for not only Pan-Africanism and various liberation movements in Africa, but also for the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Revolutionary Front for an Independent Timor-Leste (FRETLIN).
The country also served as a hub for Cuban revolutionary armed forces deployed to Angola.
As has been its practice with respect to all independent countries in Africa led by revolutionary parties that give
bases to liberation movements and otherwise assist with political-military coordination, imperialism made it a
priority to destabilize the PAIGC. It did so from the date of the party’s birth in 1956.

This struggle continues.
Once again, in February 2020, through the use of neo-colonial puppets, imperialism carried out a coup against the
PAIGC-led Government in Guinea-Bissau.
The PAIGC was first victimized by a coup on November 14, 1980. After many years of work and betrayals, it
regained some measure of state power in 2004 and then reinforced it in 2008/2009 by gaining control of the
presidency, legislature and agencies of government. The PAIGC again began to work toward independent
development with other revolutionary and progressive governments, but state power was again violently taken in
another coup in 2012. Yet again the party struggled heroically to regain state power in 2014 but suffered a palace
coup in 2015 orchestrated by traitors in cahoots with imperialists and neo-colonialists. It regained some measure of
state power in 2019, but still another coup occurred in February. Now, once again, the presidency and illegitimate
so-called “government” is controlled by anti-people’s forces. Those who won the elections are out of power and in
the opposition, while those who lost the election rule the country. Nevertheless, and even in the face this illegal
seizure of state power, the PAIGC retains control of the legislature (ANP – National People’s Assembly) and
wields popular political power in the society.

Brief Background
Macky Sall, the current neo-colonial president of Senegal (along with other neo-colonial regimes) orchestrated a
group of puppets in Guinea-Bissau to abuse the electoral process and dislodge the PAIGC’s democratically elected
government. They didn’t even hide their meetings in Dakar, Senegal prior to and during the November elections
and December 2019 run-offs.
Serious election irregularities led the PAIGC candidate Domingos Simoes Pereira to file a challenge in the Supreme
Court of Justice.
While the court was considering the case, groups linked to drug trafficking and transnational crime, executed a
coup d’etat, seizing government institutions by military force. This also involved threats and coercion directed at
high-ranking government and political figures as well as judges of the Supreme Court of Justice, among others.
Meanwhile, Umaro Sissoko Embalo, a retired soldier, proclaimed himself president of Guinea-Bissau. The army
invaded the Supreme Court Building, the legislature and other government facilities to prevent a ruling by the court.
Residences of democratically elected government officials were also invaded by soldiers. While the legislature
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waited on the Supreme Court’s verdict, one of the coup plotters, usurped constitutional powers of the legislature’s
president and illegally convened a so-called “Special Session” of the legislature (without a quorum) at a hotel and
“symbolically” inaugurated Presidential candidate, Umaro Sissoco Embalo.
When the traitor ex-President of the Republic, Jose Mario Vaz “Jomav” signed a letter of resignation and left the
Presidential Palace, the legislature reacted by convening a Parliamentary Session (with a quorum), the next day and
appointed the legislature’s president Cipriano Cassamá to serve as Interim President of the country, as called for in
the constitution. This Parliamentary Session was witnessed by representatives of the United Nations, ambassadors
of most of the embassies, and various other international and regional diplomatic organizations. Cassamá was
recognized in most democratic circles as the legitimate Interim President of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau. Only
Senegal and Gambia sent representatives to the illegal, unconstitutional “symbolic inauguration” of Embalo at the
hotel.
Cassamá was not given Presidential Guard protection. Only a handful of Guinea-Bissau soldiers and less than ten
regional soldiers guarded him. Within 48 hours, soldiers from the Presidential Guard invaded the legislature and the
Supreme Court and issued death threats to the Interim President and his family. As a result of this coercion, the
interim president resigned. The regional armed forces stood by idle.
The PAIGC was not alone in understanding what happened. The United Nations Secretary-General along with the
UN Security Council urged all to “wait for the Guinea-Bissau Supreme Court’s verdict on the Presidential
Electoral dispute.” Subsequently, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) issued a statement
calling on all stakeholders to; “…wait on the Guinea-Bissau Supreme Court to issue its verdict.”
Macky Sall, the neo-colonial president of Senegal, refused to wait. He was the first to receive Embalo as
“president” of Guinea-Bissau, when most of the world had not recognized him as president and waited for the
Supreme Court to decide and conclude the electoral process.
To disrespect both the highest court in the country and the rule of law weakens the fundamental pillar of justice.
That is why the PAIGC and its candidate Domingos Simões Pereira will continue to fight for electoral truth,
through the use of the democratic instruments that the constitution and the laws of the country place at their
disposal.
On the initiative of the UN Security Council, ECOWAS issued a press release
stating that a high-level delegation would come to Guinea-Bissau. In response,
the coup makers’ illegitimate spokesperson said: “…the ECOWAS Delegation
[is] not welcome in Guinea-Bissau…” ECOWAS and its military forces heeded
the warning. The delegation never came. The soldiers packed up and left – but
not before receiving medals from the coup regime.

In the end, there is a military regime in power with show-case civilian front men (including a retired soldier) who
use Guinea-Bissau for transnational crimes. Reportedly, tons of drugs have already been received by the military in
Southern Guinea-Bissau; persecution has begun; journalists have been targeted; and the Coronavirus Prevention
Team and Contingency Plan were dismantled in the face of the threat of an epidemic.
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In collaboration with the International Community, the PAIGC seeks solutions that will help restore constitutional
order and put an end to illegality and anarchy in Guinea-Bissau. These elections are very important for the political
stability and future of Guinea-Bissau and Africa. The next President of the Republic must be one who is truly
chosen by the people.
Although the situation may appear to be bleak, truth crushed to the earth will rise again. While all the tactics that
will be employed can’t be predicted, one thing is sure – the PAIGC’s ideological and political power will be used to
organize the people to re-gain state power. This must be secured in the framework of political-military coordination
on a Pan-African and anti-imperialist scale.

PAIGC Victory Rally

Abel Djassi (Amilcar Lopes da Costa Cabral), Osageyfo Kwame Nkrumah,
and Ahmed Sekou Touré were correct

Until Africa unites under scientific socialism and achieves political-military coordination,
each state in Africa will be vulnerable to imperialism.
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African Libera,on Day
62nd Anniversary
The A-APRP Interna+onal Webinar on
Facebook Live

ALL-AFRICAN

25 May 2020

REVOLUTIONARY

3:30pm UTC | 18h30 EAT | 17h30 SAST | 11:30AM EDT | 8:30AM PDT

PARTY

PEOPLE’S

ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE!
We invite you to learn more information about our organization. To
begin this process, we ask you to attend an Information Session for
about 75 minutes and you will be able to-•

•
•

Ask questions about the All-African People’s
Revolutionary Party (AAPRP) and the All-African
Women’s Revolutionary Union;
Discuss why you should join and how to join the
AAPRP; and
Confirm your commitment to continue the process
and participate in the Orientation.

SESSION 1: Saturday May 30, 2020 15:00 GMT | 18:00 EAT | 17:00
Southern Africa | 15:00 WAT | 11:00 EDT | 8:00 PDT

www.aaprp-intl.org

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/922386886

Meeting ID: 922 386 886

One tap mobile
+14086380968, 4474752618# US (San Jose)
+16468769923, 4474752618# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)

A-APRP International
Post: P.O. Box 965, Bissau,
Guinea-Bissau, West Africa
Email: contact@aaprp-intl.org

Twitter.com/aaprp and
#AfricanLiberationDay

Facebook:
All-African People’s Revolutionary
Party; Aaprp Intl; Aaprp Illinois;
AAPRP-New Mexico;
AAPRP Nor-Cal; AAPRP-Oregon
African Liberation Day

See: africanliberationday.net

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 447 475 2618
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